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SUMMER ARTS FESTIVAL SEASON — EVENTS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.08 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on the range of arts and cultural events taking place around the city and state. Of course, I am sure some 
members will have noticed that we had a small arts event here in the city last weekend. Much has been and will 
be said about The Giants, but they are one part of a packed festival season that the state government is very 
pleased to support. 

This is the final week of the fourth annual Fringe World Festival, which has seen incredible growth and has been 
thoroughly embraced by the community of Western Australia. In fact, with less than a week to go, more than 
220 000 tickets have been sold to Fringe events. With $5.5 million in sales to date, box office takings are on 
track to double last year’s figure. The state government is a significant supporter through the Department of 
Culture and the Arts, Lotterywest and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority, enabling audiences to 
participate in the Fringe experience throughout Perth, at Midlandia in Midland, and Freo Royale in Fremantle, 
plus Mandurah, Victoria Park and right across the state as part of the Outer Fringe regional touring program. As 
Fringe nears its end for this year, Perth International Arts Festival has just been launched and between now and 
7 March, there will be no shortage of wonderful performances and exhibitions to see and enjoy. The Perth 
Cultural Centre and the city’s premier arts venues will be attracting full houses for performances such as 
The Rabbits and Cut the Sky, and the moving Black Diggers, which is an important commemorative production 
that tells the story of Indigenous soldiers in World War I. In total, over 1 000 artists will take part in this year’s 
Perth Festival across a wide range of art forms, showcasing some of the very best the world has to offer. Events 
such as these are great examples of what can be achieved through significant investment from both the state 
government and the private sector, along with the enthusiastic support of the Western Australian community. 
I encourage everyone to get out to as many events as possible. I know I will. 
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